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GOING PLACES

fear of contradiction, is that Piazza  
di san Pietro is the place in Europe 
which, perhaps more than any other, 
symbolizes peace and Christian love. 
It’s also a renowned location for 
marriage proposals – you have been 
warned !

MONSIEUR’S  
ANIMAL INSTINCTS

1. Rome from the air
First, you can appeal to your beau’s 
orientation-ego by offering him  
the unique opportunity of locating his 
position in Rome with only one glance ! 
With this in mind, take him in the 
Capitole’s impressive panoramic glass 
elevator – for only 7€, you will reach 
Quadrigas Terrace, from where you  
can contemplate the most beautiful 
view of the city.

Quadrigas Terrace
Panoramic lifts 
Piazza Ara Coeli 
T. +39 (0)6 920 2049

2. The Coliseum
Once your Caesar has found the 
Coliseum, he will desire only one thing  

– to get there as fast as possible, and 
pretend to be a gladiator. After five 
minutes’ walking and probably around 
20 minutes queuing, you will enter  
in the largest amphitheatre ever built  
by the Roman Empire. Holding between 
50,000-75,000 spectators, its 
construction began in 70 AD. A symbol 
of physical force par excellence – 
there’s no doubt that your man will 
appreciate this shrine to muscle…

Take time to stop awhile at the snack 
bar Valorani's Forum. The waiters  
are very friendly, and the espresso  
is quite simply perfect !
Valorani’s Forum
Largo Corrado Ricci, 30
T. +39 (0)6 678 6207

3. Time for football
After your visit to an old stadium,  
why not try out a modern one ?  
In Italy, Sunday means football! And  
in Rome, two big teams split supporters 
– Lazio and AC Roma. Tickets are in 
very short supply – it’s much better  
to book in advance if you want to see  
a match, and, anyway the two big 
2008-09 derbies have already been 
played. No worries - there are other 
enticing matches on offer, such as  
AC Roma-Juventus on Sunday 22nd 
March, 19h.

Go to Fnac’s website to reserve your 
seats for this big match (prices start  
at 139€). www.fnac.be

4. Vintage soccer
Before taking him to the game, why  
not surprise your fella with a trip  
to a football temple, Old Soccer 
Nostalgia. Located very near Piazza  
del Popolo, this fascinating shop  
is entirely dedicated to the glorious  
past of Europe’s biggest teams,  
and has vintage shirts and other 
collector’s items in his favourite  
team’s colours. 

Old Soccer Nostalgia
Via Ripetta, 30
www.oldsoccer.it

5. Le Carni
As you leave Old Soccer Nostalgia, 
cross the street and visit one of  
Rome’s most renowned butchers – 
Annibale. Established in 1896,  
Annibale reveals the secrets of meat 
that have established Italy’s reputation 
worldwide. 

Antica Macelleria Annibale
Via di Ripetta, 236 
www.annibale.com

AND FOR HIM AND HER… 
Hotel Splendide Royal Roma is all 
about five-star luxury, comparable with 
the best European hotels, in the noble 
heart of a noble city. Following its 
restoration, which took more than one 
year, the hotel, just off Via Veneto, is 
renowned for offering some of the best 
hospitality available in Italy’s capital. 
The city of Bernini, Borromini and Pietro 
da Cortona, the city which tourists fall 

in love with every day while walking in 
her streets and her square, finally has  
a hotel that recalls, with its refinement, 
elegant lines and furnishing, the 
characteristics of late 17th-century 
Roman nobility, while also reviving the 
sumptuousness and richness of Roman 
Baroque. A splendour that’s waiting to 
be discovered, whether you’re in love or 
on business…  

Hotel Splendide Royal Roma
Via di Pinciana, 14 
00187 Roma
T. +39 06 421689
www.splendideroyal.com 
Superior Double Room from 280€ 

MARKS OUT OF FIVE 
Welcome : 5 
Service : 4 
Comfort : 4
Facilities : 3 
Location : 4

Many thanks to Brussels South 
Charleroi Airport, from where Ryanair 
flies to Roma Ciampino at very low 
prices. www.charleroi-airport.com
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